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PLOT SYNOPSIS
Act I - A Rocky Seashore on the Coast of Cornwall
The story begins on a rocky seashore where the pirates are celebrating young
Frederic's coming of age. He has completed his apprenticeship and is now about
to become a full-fledged member of the crew. Frederic however shocks the
pirate King and his men by announcing that he is leaving their band.
Frederic was mistakenly indentured to become a pirate when he was a child.
Although he never approved of the pirates' plundering profession, he stayed
with them because he was bound by his sense of duty. This same sense of duty,
he tells them, now compels him to forsake them.
Frederic is about to marry his elder nanny Ruth, his constant companion since
joining the ship, but he wants her to remain with the pirates. He has not seen
another woman since he was eight years old, and he wants to compare Ruth
to other women. He comes upon a group of beautiful maidens, all of them
daughters of Major-General Stanley, and falls in love with the youngest, Mabel.
The pirates try to abduct the Major-General's daughters and marry them. But
the Major-General begs for their release, falsely claiming that he is an orphan,
and that he would be all alone without them. The pirates, who are all orphans
themselves, are sympathetic to him, and they give up their plans for marriage.
Act II – A Ruined Chapel by Moonlight
The Major-General fears the consequences of his lie. Frederic meanwhile
has arranged for a Sergeant and his police force to help defeat his former
buccaneering comrades.
Ruth and the Pirate King inform Frederic that through an unusual circumstance,
he is still bound to remain a pirate. He reluctantly surrenders to his sense of duty
and agrees to join them again. Mabel begs him to stay with her, but he sadly
tells her that he cannot. Meanwhile the pirates have planned their revenge on
the Major-General and are now coming to rob his estate. The Sergeant and his
police force await them. They meet. All is resolved after the ensuing battle.
Summary from The Tübingen Anglo-Irish Theatre Group

YOUR DONATION
Whether you made the suggested donation upon entering or choose to add to your
donation upon exiting, be assured your contribution is helping this young theatre
company bring you more of the fun of treasured theatre works in the future.
Please let us know particularly if you are able to help by
donating space to store our sets, rehearsal space or performance space.
Thank you for your help.
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CAST
Major-General Stanley��������������������������������������������������������������� Ron Swingen
The Pirate King���������������������������������������������������������������������������� Jason Weed
Samuel���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� John Kost
Frederic�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Jacob Mott
Sergeant of Police���������������������������������������������������������������������� Laurence Cox
Mabel������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Lindsey Lefler
Edith��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Lindsey Johnson
Kate������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Barbara Berger
Isabel�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Sara Rivara
Ruth������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Phyllis Fort
General Stanley’s Wards������������������������Angelica Hesse, Caitriona Johnston,
Danielle Vennes, Jan Rosenthal, Jani VanPelt,
Karen Shurtluff, Mandee Light, Sarah Ominski
Pirates������������������������������������������������������������������Carl Dahlquist, David Ridley,
Dom Davis, Kevin Lay, Linh Nguyen
Police������������������������������������������� Allen Denison, Dennis Kelly, Mark Flannery,
Rob Patrick, Robbie Estabrook, Tom Hamann
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Absurdity
done in
Complete Sincerity
A Note from the Director
Absurdity done in complete sincerity was something I fortunately
realized epitomized The Pirates of Penzance way back in my first
involvement with the show at Portland State University, oh so many
years ago. But the term, Theatre of the Absurd came about in the 1950’s
to categorize plays of Ionesco, Beckett, Genet and others of that ilk.
However, I maintain that the roots of these plays go much further back
in time especially in the plays of humor. For instance, the works of W.S.
Gilbert or plays set by Offenbach to music during the same period which
were playing at the Théâtre-Français in Paris, like La Périchole that had to
do with an “old prisoner” who took some thirty years to dig himself out
of prison with his “leedle pen knife” could definitely be categorized as
absurd. The problem the audiences of today face though is that we are
so drenched in what is termed “reality” that we tend to fail to see the
humor in these works. I hear so often an audience member coming out
of a Gilbert and Sullivan production exclaiming, “That just doesn’t make
sense. How could her lover and her father have been exchanged at birth
when the lover is so much younger?” That is absurd, right? Right. That is
what Gilbert found so funny. Try to make sense of Gilbert and Sullivan
and you run right into the absurdist’s wall.
Because the copyrights have run out and they can do it, many
productions of Gilbert and Sullivan today try to re-write or re-invent them
so that they make more sense. This I feel is totally unnecessary if it is just
realized that William S. Gilbert was one of the first absurdist playwrights
and to just sit back and enjoy the humor of absurdity done in complete
sincerity.
Dennis Britten
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GLOSSARY
ACT I
. enzance: a resort town and fishing port near the southwest tip of England, in
P
the county of Cornwall.
Schooner: a two-masted, swift moving ship.
.Bumper: a container of liquor filled to the brim, used for making toasts.
I. ndentures: a contract that sets the terms for an apprenticeship.
.Cunarder, P & O: Samuel Cunard founded the Cunard shipping line in 1839; P &
O is the Peninsular & Orient line.
.Scuttle: to drove holes into a ship’s hull below the water line.
. ut out: to maneuver a ship out of the company of other ships, in order to deal
C
with it alone.
.Ship a handspike: to insert a wooden bar smoothly and quickly into an
opening, in order to leverage and turn objects, such as a capstan or windlass. Ask
the Major General what those are.
. uty: It is to be hoped that we all know what duty is. In Victorian England, there
D
was a lot of “noblesse oblige” and “England expects every man to do his duty”.
Gilbert is merely taking Frederick’s sense of duty to an illogical extreme, to our
great delight, though many years have rolled over our heads.
.Maid of all work: Not a position to be found at Downton Abbey, where there
were footmen, parlour maids, cooks, gardeners, etc, etc... A maid of all work
would be in a much smaller household, and would have to do it all herself.
.No danger lowers: According to Isaac Asimov, in this instance, rhyming “lowers”
with “towers” is correct. It means “threatens”.
.Parsonified & conjugally matrimonified: Definitely Gilbertian inventions,
with clear meaning! These Victorian stage pirates, being eminently respectable
pirates, have but a single thought in mind: and that is marriage, of course.
Doctor of divinity: a preacher, parson, vicar.
On breakers always steering: Always making mistakes and getting into
trouble; as when steering a ship toward waves breaking on rocks.
Black flag: The skull and cross bones, Jolly Roger.
Custom House: The officers of Her Majesty’s Department of Customs and
Excise.
5

Glass: Barometer (rising indicates fair weather).
. aravanserai: an inn on the middle Eastern caravan routes, where both travelers
C
and camels could have some R&R. Why not just a “caravan”? Because that doesn’t
rhyme with “Chancery.”
.Wards in Chancery: Remember Phyllis, in Iolanthe? A child too young to
handle their own affairs, and under the ward of the state: technically the Lord
Chancellor. Here we have a man capable enough to be a major-general, and yet
whose daughters are wards of the state! In some productions the MG may have
16 or even 24 daughters, which makes me wonder if there were multiple sets of
quadruplets, or if the eldest are approaching Ruth’s age of 47...
. ajor-General: He commands a division comprised of several brigades: the
M
equivalent of a two-star general in the USA.
. arathon to Waterloo: Marathon is the scene of a Greek victory over the
M
Persians in 490 BC. Waterloo, as every child can tell, was the 1815 battle outside
Brussels, where Wellington thrashed Bonaparte.

.Matters mathematical: OK, I have always loathed algebra, so someone else
can take these on… I have successfully devoted the last 40 plus years to forgetting
this information.
Equations, simple and quadratical: A simple equation does not involve the
second or any higher power of the unknown. A quadratic equation involves the
second power.
Binomial Theorem: Formula for finding any power of a binomial (two terms
connected by + or -) without having to multiply it out at length.
Hypotenuse: The longest side of a right angled triangle. The Theorem of
Pythagoras’ states that the square of the Hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the
squares on the other two sides.
Integral and differential calculus: Integral calculus is a method for finding
the sum of small quantities. Differential calculus is a method for determining rates
of change.
. nimalculous: is NOT a Gilbertian invention, but refers to the family of
A
animalcules: one-celled creatures such as amoebae, paramecia, etc..
. ir Caradoc: one of the knights of King Arthur’s Round table.
S

. crostic: from the Greek “ends in order”, is a literary composition, usually a
A
poem, in which the initial letters of each line from a word or expression. Also a
Victorian parlour game, somewhat like charades.
.Elegiacs: are poems with alternating six and five foot lines; rare in English: more
common in Greek and Roman poetry: generally for sad songs of unrequited love.
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.Heliogabalus: Emperor of Rome, 218-222 AD: and from age 14-18! Famed for
his licentiousness and debauchery. That the Major-General can list his crimes in
elegiacs is pretty amazing.
I. n conics I can floor peculiarities parabolous: The MG can solve problems
relating to cones and parabolas. Math again… “Parabolic” is the proper term: BUT
it doesn’t rhyme with Heliogabalus…
Raphael: famous Italian Renaissance painter.
.Gerald Dow: Dutch painter from 1600s, student of Rembrandt.
.Zoffany: pseudonym for Johann Zauffely, Bohemian painter from 1758-1810.
. he Frogs (Aristophanes): Greek dramatist, circa 400 BC. The Frogs is one of
T
his comedies, with a croaking chorus indeed.
Fugue: Polyphonic composition in which a short melodic theme is introduced by
one part and taken up by the others.
.Pinafore: one of two references where a G&S opera is referenced in another
G&S opera.
.Babylonic cuneiform: a system of writing, in ancient Mesopotamia, in which
the characters were pressed into soft clay wit ha sharp stylus, and then baked for
posterity.
. aractacus: a Celtic king who fiercely resisted the Roman invasion of Britain. His
C
uniform consisted of body paint, making the listing of the details thereof not too
difficult.
.Mamelon & ravelin: both are earthworks: a mamelon being a mound suitable
for an ambush or for sniping; a ravelin an outer earthwork connected with a fort.
Neither were much in use in 1879…
. auser rifle & javelin: Mausers were developed for the Prussian army in the
M
1870s. The original word was chasse-pot, used by the French army. Neither bore
much resemblance to a javelin.
. orties: In siege warfare, a sortie is a sudden issuing of troops against the enemy
S
from a defensive position, which can be launched against the besiegers by the
defenders. The French word “sortie” means “exit”.
Commissariat: An army’s food and stores department.
.Sat a gee: Rode a horse. And in traditional productions, during one of the many
encores, the MG may even shout out “rode a horse!”: to the delight of the pirates
and the consternation of his daughters.
Billowy: characterized by rising and swelling, such as ocean waves.
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Emollient: Anything that soothes, such as an ointment.
. ace & dimity: Dimity is a strong cotton cloth with raised stripes. The idea is
L
that the pirates are being magnanimous to those who wear lace and dimity, i.e.,
the daughters.
. hat martial cheek: referring to the Major-General’s cheek: him being a
T
military man.

ACT II
Stucco: A fine plaster used as a coating for walls or internal decorations.
Family escutcheon: Knights bore symbols on their shields to identify their
families, which developed into coats-of-arms. A family noble enough to have
an escutcheon is noble enough to follow the knightly code of honor: and to fail
to do so brought a blight upon that family’s escutcheon. In “The Sorcerer”, Sir
Marmaduke refers to Lady Sangazure as being the 7,037th in direct descent from
Helen of Troy: and “True, there was a blot on the escutcheon of THAT lady…”
.Tarantara: a sound intending to imitate the blare of the trumpet’s martial sound.
Whereas “Tantantara” in “Iolanthe” intends to imitate the blare of the trumpet’s
LORDLY sound.
.Emeutes: a French word meaning an outbreak or riot. The following “boots” is
usually pronounced as “byewts” in order to rhyme.
Felon: One who has committed a felony such as murder or burglary.
Cornish daughter: Penzance is, after all, in Cornwall.
Pillage: plundering.
.Quips and quibbles: A quip is a witty remark, and a quibble is a humorous
conversational turn, resulting from a pun or wordplay.
Cranks: A crank is a sudden unexpected turn of language.
.Astronomer Royal: the director of the Greenwich Observatory, first appointed
by Charles II in 1675. The actual idea of a leap year, however, goes back to the
Greeks, in 44 BC.
.Credulous simplicity: a willingness to trust too readily, without evidence.

.Tremorden Castle: The fictitious home of General Stanley. “Tre” is a common
prefix in Cornish names, meaning hamlet or homestead.
Welter in sorrow: to writhe in anguish.
. oundelay: a song in which a phrase or line is continually repeated.
R
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. e will be faithful to his sooth: Sooth is an archaic term for “truth” or “word
H
of honor”.

.Coster: an abbreviated form of costermonger, i.e., one who sells apples and
other fruits from a cart. They had a reputation for being ill-natured, rough men:
although it is doubtful that many jumped on their mothers.
.On the manor poaching: in this instance, poaching means trespassing.
.Centrebit: a device for drilling through wood, to help in opening locked doors.
Life preserver: a blackjack: a short, leather-covered club.
. ilent matches: as opposed to rubbing flint on steel, which was not silent. Early
S
matches were ignited by dipping them into a chemical.
. keletonic keys: much of the key is filed away, which allows it to fit many
S
different locks. The actual term is “skeleton key”, but Gilbert needed an extra
syllable.
Well-a-day: an expression of sadness or distress.
.Unshriven, unannealed: to shrive is for a clergyman to hear confession and
grant pardon; to anneal is to anoint with oil before death. Both with the idea of
cleansing the soul from sin.
.For well we trow: “trow” is an old word, meaning “believe” or “know”.
.Central Criminal Court: the Old Bailey, the major criminal court in London.
.Humbled mien: Mien refers to one’s manner, appearance, or facial expression.
.Place them at the bar: to bring them to trial and judgment.
. ouse of Peers: the upper house of Parliament, also known as House of Lords.
H
Lords being dukes, earls, etc..

Sources:
Martyn Green’s treasury of Gilbert & Sullivan, ed. Martyn Green, Simon &
Schuster, New York, 1961.
The complete annotated Gilbert & Sullivan, ed. Ian Bradley, Oxford University
Press, Oxford, 1996.
Asimov’s annotated Gilbert & Sullivan, ed. Isaac Asimov, Doubleday, New York,
1988.
The Gilbert and Sullivan Archive, http://gilbertandsullivanarchive.org
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Allen Denison (Police)
Pirates of Penzance is Allen’s first role with Light Opera of Portland. He is a Portland
native and has lived here most of his life. He first became interested in Gilbert and
Sullivan when attending Portland’s New Savoy Company Productions at the Oriental
Theater in the 1950s. Prior roles in Portland theater include Selsdon Mowbray in Noises
Off, Louie Grandville in If It’s Monday, This Must Be Christmas, and Narrator/Actor
4 in Around The World In 80 Days. He appreciates the support of his castmates and
crewmates, his incredible wife and family, coaches, friends, and many others who know
who they are.
AMANDA LYON (Flute)
Amanda Lyon holds a Master of Arts degree in Flute Performance and Pedagogy from
the University of Iowa where she studied extensively with renowned flutist, Nicole
Esposito. Amanda is a Florida native and earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Flute
Performance under the tutelage of Dr. Kim McCormick at the University of South Florida.
Amanda has become known for her excellent collaborative skills with other musicians,
performing in such ensembles as the ARTrio Woodwind Trio, “Armada” Flute and
Bassoon Duo, and the Florida Flute Orchestra. While in Florida, Amanda maintained
a healthy performing schedule that includes directing the Gulf Coast Flute Choir, and
playing flute and piccolo in the Sarasota Concert Band, Florida Wind Band, South Shore
Symphony Orchestra, wedding performances, and various solo and pit orchestra work
in the Sarasota area. She was a substitute piccolo player for the Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra. In previous years, Amanda has performed with the Cedar Rapids Municipal
Band, the Jim McDonough Orchestra, and Distinguished Concerts International New
York. Amanda has also worked as a recording artist with Pro-Series Elite Practice System
and the Walt Disney Company, Celebrate You Program.
Angelica Hesse (General Stanley’s Ward)
Pirates of Penzance is Angelica’s first production with Light Opera of Portland. Her life
as a singer began in early childhood — as she played by herself, singing the dialogue
of entire imaginative scenes! Recently, Angelica has performed with the Eugene
Opera Chorus, Vox Femina (PSU), Northwest Sacred Music Chorale (ID/WA), and the
Bainbridge Chorale (WA). While teaching in Waldorf schools, she directed plays and
taught middle school choir classes. Currently, she works as a freelance graphic designer
(www.yellowpantsstudio.com) and is pursuing a music degree at PSU. Angelica thanks
her parents for introducing her to classical music and her current voice teacher, Hannah
Penn, for kicking her butt and encouraging her to chase the dream!
Barbara Berger (Kate, Percussion)
Barbara started her musical career (age 3) singing Beatles’ tunes at the request of her
sisters. Most recently she performed as the Step-mother for Beaverton Civic Theater’s
Into the Woods. She has also been part of the Portland Opera Chorus and Portland
Symphonic Choir. She currently cantors for St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church
and is the vocalist for the Alpine Echoes Polka Band. Barbara resides in Portland with her
dogs Sparky and Roscoe.
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BILL BAUCUM (Trumpet)
This is Bill’s second production with Light Opera of Portland playing trumpet. He
also plays with the Second Wind Jazz Band and the Portland Community Wind Band.
Uncoming gigs include Jesus Christ Superstar with the Theater in the Grove. It is a
pleasure to be included with such a gifted group of performers.
Carl Dahlquist (Pirate)
Carl Dahlquist is very excited to be making his return to the LOoP! stage. He last
appeared as a member of the chorus in Ruddigore. You may have also seen Carl in the
chorus of A Holly Jolly HART Family Christmas and as Chris in Becky’s New Car at HART,
and as Horton in Theatre in the Grove’s production of Seussical. Carl would like to thank
Dennis, Linda, and David for their support, and he looks forward to many more shows
with LOoP!
Caitriona Johnston (General Stanley’s Ward)
Caitriona Johnston is currently a student at Portland Community College, studying
musical theatre. Recently she could have been seen as Principal Rosalie Mullins in School
of Rock, Morticia Addams in The Addams Family: A New Musical, both at STAGES, or as
the Dancing Nun/Laker Girl #6 in Spamalot at HART. She also Assistant Directed Guys and
Doll Jr. at Village Home. She began performing in theatre at age 10 and since then, has
been a part of more than 22 productions. Spring 2016 she graduated high school early as
a National Honors Thespian. While the extent of her previous light opera experience was
the movie version of The Pirates of Penzance (though she did go so far as to memorize
the Modern Major General song at age 9), she is ecstatic at the opportunity to broaden
her repertoire.
Danielle Vennes (General Stanley’s Ward)
Dani has enjoyed performing since the tender young age of 7 and has participated in
dozens of shows since then. She is thrilled to be a part of Light Opera of Portland and
looks forward to entertaining all those who may love Gilbert and Sullivan as much as she
does. Dani would like to thank her insanely large family and her wonderful friends for
their unending support.
David Ridley (Pirate)
David has been active in theatre for over 35 years. He recently retired from the
Beaverton School District after a 30-year teaching career where he taught theatre arts,
language arts, and social studies. He holds an Ed.M from Oregon State University and a
BA in Theatre from Lewis and Clark College.
He was first introduced to Gilbert and Sullivan in college when he played Captain
Corcoran in HMS Pinafore and Lord Tolloller in Iolanthe. He’s been smitten ever since.
Some of his favorite credits include such roles as Jonathan Jasper in The Mystery of
Edwin Drood, Jonathan Peachum in The Three-Penny Opera, the minstrel in Once Upon a
Mattress, and Otto Von Bruno in Bullshot Crummond. Currently, he serves on the Board
of Directors of The Young People’s Theatre Project. He looks forward to celebrating many
years of Gilbert and Sullivan with Portland audiences.
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David Smith (Producer/Poster/Web Site)
David Smith started playing piano and singing in church at a young age. While getting
a degree in classical guitar he played lute in college collegium and was Tenorio in Man
of La Mancha. This act of seduction was followed by being seduced into the bit mines
(software development) from which he is just now emerging. David spends his time
studying classical and baroque guitar, renaissance and baroque lute, theorbo and making
classical guitars. David lives in Beaverton with Linda, the music director.
David Nottke (Trumpet)
David Nottke – is a retired corporate trade show marketing manager who now enjoys
traveling to see his grandchildren, playing pickleball, operating model railroads, riding
Amtrak and playing trumpet. He has performed solo trumpet in churches in seven
states and internationally. David has performed with Portland-area groups including:
Tualatin Valley Community Band, a brass quintet, Tualatin Valley Symphony, a big-band
jazz group, and a Hillsboro community band. He recently played in the pit band for
performances of ‘The Music Man.’
Dennis Britten (Director/Costumes)
Dennis was a member of the Lamplighters, the oldest Gilbert & Sullivan company in
America now in its 65th year of production before relocating to NYC where he spent 26
years in professional theatre as a singer, actor, director and studying as well as teaching
both there and in Europe. Among his favorite roles in NY are Prince Karl Franz in the
Light Opera of Manhattan’s The Student Prince, Mr. T and 105 in the original cast of
Promenade with Madeline Kahn and as soloist for three years at Radio City Music Hall
as well as Carnegie Hall with his own one man show, Evening of American Song. He also
toured with the NY tour of My Fair Lady as Freddy Einsford Hill. Some of his favored
directing credits are a production of Leonard Melfi’s Niagara Falls and his own If Wishes
Were Horses both in NYC, Camelot, with Beaverton Civic Theatre and many productions
with his company, Phoenix Show Space Theatre (PSST!) in Arizona. As a teacher he
headed the voice department at American Musical and Dramatic Academy in NYC and
was a theatre arts professor at Arizona State University. This is Mr. Britten’s sixth season
directing Light Opera of Portland which he founded in 2012.
Dennis Kelly (Police)
Dennis is a veteran of the theatre. His roles include: Cornelius Hackle (Hello Dolly),
Nanki Poo (The Mikado), Melchior (Amahl and the Night Visitors), Marco (The
Gondoliers), and Marcellus Washburn (The Music Man). Other shows include: Sweeny
Todd, Evita, Kismet, A Chorus Line, Anything Goes, Carousel and Trial By Jury, many with
Portland Civic Theatre, The Musical Company as well as a Funny Thing Happened on
the Way To the Forum and The Crucible with Beaverton Civic Theatre. He has a BS in
Vocal Music Performance and an Associates Degree in Accounting. Dennis works in
accounting and lives with his wife, Marsha, and has raised four boys, who are all in the
performing arts.
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Dominik Davis (Pirate)
Dominik lives in Southwest Portland, graduating Wilson High School in 2005. Dominik
has taken voice lessons at Multnomah Arts Center from Jessica Israels. Dominik is also
a member of the Multnomah Arts Center Community Choir led by Mark Woodward.
Besides singing Dominik also takes classes and participates in improv activities based out
of Curious Comedy Theater.
Jacob Mott (Frederic)
Jacob grew up in Hillsboro, OR and went on to study Musical Theatre at the American
Musical and Dramatic Academy in New York, NY. Since returning to Oregon he has
performed principal roles in The Pirates of Penzance, The Mikado and Trial By Jury,
among others. He has sung with the Oregon Chorale since 2005.
Jan Rosenthal (General Stanley’s Ward)
After 40 years performing in the classroom, Jan has continued to perform on stage
throughout Portland and Vancouver. Memorable roles among the 80+ she has done
include Madame Arcati in Blithe Spirit, Mrs. Savage in Curious Savage, Mother Superior
in Nunsense, 10 children’s’ shows for Broadway Rose, Mother of the Bride in Tony
and Tina’s Wedding, God in Coffee with God, and Tzeitel, Golda and Yenta in separate
productions of Fiddler. Highlights include performing for Queen Elizabeth in Ottawa and
a turn as NAASCAR Granny in a Dick Hannah KIA commercial. She dedicates this show to
her wonderful family.
Janelle VanPelt (General Stanley’s Ward)
Janelle (Jani) VanPelt- Although an R.N.by profession, Jani has been singing and
participating in theatre performances since junior high through college. During the
past three years she has participated in productions with Mask & Mirror, Wilsonville
Theatre Company, Canby Community Theater, Pentacle Theater, and Cascadia Concert
Opera. Favorite roles include Reno Sweeney, Golde, Miss Prism and Frankie Futrelle.
Jani is delighted to be included into the LOoP and looks forward to this, and many
other, productions with the company. Jani would like to acknowledge her gratitude
for her wonderfully supportive husband, Juan Jenkins, who always has her back at the
Woodburn Adult Foster Home that they own and operate together since 2001.
Jason Weed (The Pirate King)
Born and raised in Hillsboro, Jason has been involved in music since he was young. He
was the principal cellist with the Chamber Music Society of Oregon during his teenage
years and also played the violin and the clarinet. He started singing in high school, when
he tried out for the musical Oklahoma!. With a little encouragement from his Orchestra
teacher of the past he started performing in high school and community theatre shows
as often as he could. Favorite shows he has performed in include My Fair Lady as Freddy,
Pippin as Charlemagne, and Jesus Christ Superstar as Annus. In 2017, Jason can be seen
at Chehalem Players Rep as Nick in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, and as Lenny in Of
Mice and Men. Thanks to Dennis and Linda for this opportunity and to Bernd Kuehn and
Dad for helping start the theatre dream.
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Joe Rosenthal (Sets)
Joe has managed to combine two of his life-long interests of carpentry and singing. Joe
built sets and sang for the “Gloriana Opera Company” of Mendocino, California in the
1970-80 seasons, doing such shows as HMS Pinafore, Pirates of Penzance, Iolanthe,
The Music Man, Fiddler on the Roof, Peter Pan, and West side story. Joe has been an
chorister since then, but has returned to stage and the tools in his dotage with the Light
Opera of Portland.
John Kost (Samuel)
John Kost was born and raised in North Portland, attending Blessed Sacrament
elementary school, North Catholic High School and graduated from La Salle High
School. He received his BA from Portland State University where he sang in the
university chorus, which performed such works as Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, the
Berlioz Requiem and Britten’s War Requiem. He has performed in community theater
productions, including Lakewood’s productions of The Merry Widow and Bye, Bye,
Birdie. From 1995 to 2010 he sang in the chorus of Portland Opera and has been active
in church choirs. He currently sings with St John Baptist Episcopal church.
Justin Campbell (Assistant Director/Stage Manager)
Ruddigore was Justin’s first performance with Light Opera of Portland as well as his first
Gilbert and Sullivan production. Justin’s most recent role was in Recovery, one of a series
of one-act plays, Pieces of the HART, for which he was also stage manager and light
designer. He’s also performed in Is He Dead? and A Midsummer Night’s Dream at HART
Theatre. He has done a great deal of tech and backstage work, as he did for Once Upon a
Mattress and Hot L Baltimore.
Karen Shurtluff (General Stanley’s Ward)
Karen’s love for musical theater began about twenty-five years ago in Florida where
she accidentally landed in the ensemble for the local community theatre. Some of her
most memorable roles include Audrey in Little Shop of Horrors, Angelina in Trial by Jury,
Mrs. McAfee in Bye-Bye Birdie and Lady Grace Manley-Prowde in Something’s Afoot.
She was the voice for the group Bella Suono, which crooned primarily for Retirement
Communities and Assisted Living Facilities in Florida. She sang with the Aurora Chorus,
an all-female choir, and currently sings with Tapestry, both in Portland. To the peers,
fairies and all the magical characters, together we fly sky high!
Kevin Lay (Pirate)
Kevin took formal vocal training in Chicago, singing in professional choruses and opera
choruses, including Carmen, La Boheme, and Magic Flute, all directed by Peter Sellars.
Having studied theory and composition at the University of Akron School of Music,
Kevin composed various choral pieces, string quartets, art songs, jazz arrangements, and
popular songs over the last 35 years. Among these are a full score for an original musical:
“A Day in the Life” – a 90 minute farce, and a libretto for “Starboy”, a short opera
written by his composer twin brother, Keith Lay. Kevin is also an accomplished guitarist
and singer currently feeding his creative spirit in the fertile Portland music scene. He is
currently studying voice under Rebecca Stuhlbarg.
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Laurence Cox (Sergeant of Police)
Laurence originally hails from Windsor in the United Kingdom. He has been involved
with theater and music for almost fifteen years, including performances as King Arthur in
Monty Python’s Spamalot, Oberon and Snug the Joiner in A Midsummer Night’s Dream,
and Dutchy in Is He Dead? with HART, Ross in The Elephant Man, Sir Dinadan in Camelot,
and Miles Gloriosus in A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum with
Beaverton Civic Theater, Dick Deadeye in HMS Pinafore, and Pooh-Bah in The Mikado
with the Dairyville Players. Other roles include Cleante in The Would-Be Gentleman,
Motel in Fiddler on the Roof, Dewhurst in The Scarlet Pimpernel, Noah in Children of
Eden, Samuel in The Pirates of Penzance, and Ariel in Return to the Forbidden Planet.
Laurence played Old Adam in Mock’s Crest’s recent production of Ruddigore.
Linda Smith (Musical Director/Accompanist)
“Linda Smith’s varied and well-played… program … is straight stuff. What makes her
[compact] disc special is the inclusion of Samuel Barber’s Piano Sonata. Smith handles
it all comfortably … “ (Willamette Week) Ms. Smith is known for her colorful musical
interpretation, sincere warmth, and solid technique. She earned a Doctor of Musical
Arts in Piano Performance from the University of Washington, a Master of Arts in Music
History from the University of California in Riverside, and a Bachelor of Music in Piano
Performance from Central Michigan University.
Her activities have encompassed touring as a solo keyboard artist, touring with an
actor in a two woman show she commissioned entitled Composers in Skirts which
features six women composers from the last three centuries, teaching, and collaborative
performance. She has recently done collaborative keyboard work with several local
groups, including the Oregon Chorale and Beaverton Civic Theatre, which has allowed
her to exercise her vocal skills as well.
Lindsey Lefler (Mabel)
Lindsey is a classically trained lyric soprano with a BME and a minor in Theatre Arts. She
is a familiar face with LOoP!, as she has played four of our female lead roles. Lindsey is
the Interim Artistic Director of Hillsboro Community Youth Choir, and has a passion for
using music as a therapy tool for adults with disabilities. She wants to thank Laurence
and her three children, Lily, Jordyn, and Logan for their continued support.
Lindsey Rae Johnson (Edith)
Soprano Lindsey Rae Johnson hails from Minneapolis. Her early encounters with Gilbert
& Sullivan date back to middle and high school years, performing selections from
The Gondoliers and in a full production of Trial by Jury. She has since performed in
Ruddigore and as Isabel in The Pirates of Penzance with Lamplighters Music Theatre, a
San Francisco-based company that specializes in Gilbert & Sullivan repertoire. Lindsey
earned a bachelor’s degree in music from Luther College (Decorah, Iowa) and a master’s
degree in vocal performance from the University of North Texas. She has performed with
the San Francisco Symphony Chorus, Fort Worth Opera, Cedar Rapids Opera Theatre,
Opera on Tap, Oberlin in Italy, and the Frost School of Music in Salzburg. She enjoys
spending time with her husband Scott and cats, J. Charles and Ella. For more information
about upcoming performance engagements, please visit lindseyraejohnson.com.
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Linh Nguyen (Pirate)
Linh Nguyen, Bass-Baritone, hails from Portland, Oregon. He has been involved in
both community and collegiate ensembles for over 10 years, in which he had the
great opportunity to sing at Lincoln Center in New York City as a member of his college
chorus. His experience also includes performances under the guest conductorship of
Grammy-winning composer Eric Whitacre. Linh is delighted to be a part of Light Opera of
Portland.
Mandee Light (General Stanley’s Ward)
Mandee Light graduated Magna Cum Laude from Southern Oregon University with
a BA in Vocal Performance in 2013. Mandee has been a frequent soloist throughout
the Rogue Valley, being featured in the Southern Oregon University Concert and
Chamber Choirs, the Southern Oregon Repertory Singers, and the Rogue Valley Chorale.
Throughout her time in the valley she was actively involved in Brava! Opera and Rogue
Opera. In 2011, she won the American Protégé International Music Talent Competition
with mezzo-soprano, Beatriz Abella. In addition to being first prize winners, they also
received a best performance award. In 2011, she studied music in Vienna, Austria.
Mandee has studied privately with Ellie Murray, Laurie Hunter, and Maria Droulou, and
has had private lessons with Barbara Bonney and Marcie Stapp. Mandee is new to the
Portland area and looking forward to singing with LOOP and the Oregon Chorale.
Mark Flannery (Police)
Mark grew up in 8 states, but has spent the last 38 years in Oregon. He is a charter
member of the Oregon Chorale, having sung bass-baritone with them for 32 years.
Mark was also active in the Hillsboro Community Arts vocal jazz ensemble “The young…
& the rest of us”, and leads singing at Tualatin Valley Church. Mark most recently sang
the role of Lord Mountararat in 2016’s LOoP production of Iolanthe; in 2015 he sang
Sir Roderic Murgatroyd in Ruddigore, and in 2014 sang Usher in Trial by Jury. A big G&S
fan, he created the role of Captain Frederick Montroy in Oregon Chorale’s It Sounds Like
Music, and the role of King of Boratania in Paddle Your Own Canoe. Mark is a retired
cartographer from the US Forest Service, and enjoys gardening, hiking, travel, and
endless internet research on musical, religious, and geographical themes. He lives in
Hillsboro with his wife Shelley, amid piles of maps and books and Shelley’s wool fabric.
Mele Howland (Musical Assistant)
Mele was born in Oahu and given this special name which means “merry” or “music”
(as in Mele Kalikimaka). She has been involved in music her entire life. Her first acting
experience was in 4th grade when she played the Queen of Hearts and successfully
executed her first prat fall. She has been a member of the Oregon Chorale for several
years and toured Central Europe with them in 2014.
Phyllis Fort (Ruth)
You may remember her as the cantankerous Katisha in The Mikado. Also recently she
performed with Mask & Mirror’s production of Sylvia, playing Kate. In Arizona she
also performed as Momma Rose in Gypsy, Berthe in Pippin, Stepmother in Into The
Woods, and the equity production of Man of LaMancha at Phoenix Theatre, playing The
Housekeeper.
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Rob Patrick (Police)
Rob has previous roles in the Light Opera of Portand as Nanki Poo in The Mikado, Mr.
Cox in Cox and Box, and Counsel for the Plantiff in Trial by Jury, and Despard Murgatroyd
in Ruddigore. A member of Oregon Chorale, Rob is a graduate of West Linn High School,
class of 1988, where he won first place at three rivers league and state for experienced
duo acting and improvisation. Earning a Theatre scholarship to the University of
Portland, he sang in the University Singers with the late Roger O. Doyle, and was a vocal
student of Dr. Scott Tuomi. He is an insurance agent and is happily married to Lynda
Person-Patrick and lives in Aloha. Rob Patrick
Robbie Estabrook (Police)
Robbie has been singing and acting in several shows in the past two years. He was in
LOoP’s HMS Pinafore. Most of his prior roles were at HART Theatre where he has played
Father Abbot in “Happy Hollandaise”, Sir Bors and a french taunter in “Spamalot,” too
many ghosts to name in “Spoon River Anthology”, and Mr. Snoring Man in “White
Christmas”. He has also played ensemble roles in “Shrek: the Musical” and “Mary
Poppins” at Journey Theatre Arts Group. When he’s not acting, Robbie enjoys writing
poetry, speeches, and stories. He plans to one day be a director and playwright. Enjoy!
Ron Swingen (Major-General Stanley)
Ron has been a member of The Company (Dairyville Players/LOOP) from the very
beginning and is proud and humble to be appearing as Major-General Stanley in this
year’s production of “Pirates”. He has performed in “HMS Pinafore” as Captain Corcoran
(twice), in “Ruddigore” as Old Adam, in “Trial by Jury” as The Learned Judge and in “The
Mikado” as Ko-Ko. His love of Gilbert and Sullivan started many years ago when he was
teaching in Beaverton High School and took part in a student/faculty show as Ko-Ko.
He also sings with The Westside Singers (Beaverton community choir) as does his wife,
Susan.
Sara Quinn Rivara (Isabel)
Sara Quinn Rivara, mezzo-soprano, has been praised for her “strong, distinctive
voice” and “exceptionally rich timbre.” She was the winner of the 1999 Young Vocalist
competition from the Kalamazoo Bach Festival Society, and went on to join the Festival
as a staff soloist from 2000-2005, performing as a soloist in Mozart’s Requiem, Bach’s
Magnificat, Christmas Oratorio, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Mozart’s Vesperae Solennes de
Confessor, Handel’s Messiah, and Bach’s B-Minor Mass. In 2007, she was a founding
member of the Aspire Ensemble, a professional classical quartet that regularly tours the
Great Lakes region, and has appeared numerous times with the Kalamazoo Symphony
Orchestra. Ms. Rivara has sung with Opera Grand Rapids, Camerata Singers, and
currently is a member of Resonance Ensemble and the Portland Symphonic Choir. She
holds a BA in English and Music from Kalamazoo College, and an MFA in Creative Writing
from Warren Wilson College. She currently lives in Portland, Oregon with her husband
and children.
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Sarah Ominski (General Stanley’s Ward)
Sarah most recently returned from the Dead as Cowgirl Ancestor in the Addam’s Family
at BCT. Some of her other favorite roles include Mrs. Daigle in The Bad Seed (NCP),
Cordellia ffOLLIETT ffORTESCUE Woods (sic) in A Dickens’ Christmas Carol: A Traveling
Travesty in Two Tumultuos Acts (M&M), Madame Shamhat in Crazy Old Man (HART),
Honey Raye Futrelle in Dearly Beloved (M&M) and Leila in Gilbert & Sullivan’s Iolanthe
(LOOP).
She has also successfully directed several shows (thanks to FABULOUS cast members!!)
In her free time, she enjoys reading, swimming and spending time with her family
including: Ed, Katie, her three boys, her daughters (both in-law AND “out-law”) and her
grand-babies. She would like to especially Thank (ALWAYS) her Mother Jessie Turner for
delivering “The Message” and Sheri Ominski for opening the newspaper that day!
Sheryl Wood (Web Site/Programs)
Sheryl grew up in the DC area and began singing at an early age. She has been a member
of the Oregon Chorale for nine years, and has sung full-time with The Dickens Carolers
for five years and Cantico Chamber Singers for three years. Sheryl is also the soprano
section leader/soloist for First Congregational United Church of Christ in downtown
Portland and sings for special services at the Parish of Saint Mark. She is a frequent
national anthem singer at events in the Portland area. Recent roles include Mad
Margaret in LOoP’s Ruddigore and the Fairy Queen in Iolanthe. Sheryl does freelance
design work and is an avid knitter and crocheter. She lives in Portland with her husband
Ben, cats Simon and Linus and enough yarn to be-sweater a small village.
Tom Hamann (Police)
Tom has been involved in theater for most of his life, particularly musical theater. He was
active with the Alameda Children’s Musical Theater (ACMT) in Alameda, CA while he was
in the United States Coast Guard, where he was on stage for some shows and was the
musical director for several other shows there. Tom has been a member of the Oregon
Chorale since 2014, and played Bill Bobstay in LOoP’s recent production of HMS Pinafore.
Tony Smith (Logo)
Tony is proud to be a member of the Light Opera of Portland since its first season (The
Dairyville Players). Tony provides artwork, props, lighting, sets, and sound for several
area theatre companies. Recently he played Uncle Stanley in the Twilight Theatre
production of George Washington Slept Here. He and his wife (a wonderful musician)
have been married for 42 years and enjoy hiking together. He is looking forward to many
more seasons with LOoP.
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Join Us This Fall

The
Gondoliers
September 24, 25 & 26
September 29, 30 & October 1
Alpenrose Dairy Opera House

GOT
S PA C E ?
Light Opera of Portland
is growing by
leaps and bounds and
like any youngster,
we’re growing out of
everything. We hope
you as a volunteer might
be able to help us out.
We are in dire need of
space; space to store our
sets, space for rehearsal,
and we could even use
performance space so
that we could bring
more performances
to production. Might
you have a space to
volunteer? If so, please
contact us through
lightoperaofportland.org.
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Interested in featuring an ad in our next program?
Let’s talk!
info@lightoperaofportland.org
503.753.8417
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Sa n F r a n c i s c o

Keith Post, nd, lmt #4813
(503) 644-4260

Natural Health Services
OREGON
CHORALE
oregonchorale.org

Naturopathic Medicine & Clinical Nutrition
Massage Therapy & Physical Medicine
Rebirthing Breathwork & Regression Hypnotherapy
13170 SW Barlow Road
Beaverton, Oregon 97008

keithpost@frontier.com
http://naturalhealthservices.info
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